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				Book launch & Talk: Professor Peter Marshall: Storm’s Edge


				Friday 8th March 2024

	
					BOOK LAUNCH AND TALK: Professor Peter Marshall: Storm’s Edge – Life, Death & Magic in the islands of Orkney.

 

From Peter Marshall, winner of the Wolfson Prize 2018, Storm’s Edge is a new history of the Orkney Islands that dives deep into island politics, the evolution of folklore, and community memory on the geographical edge of Britain. Marshall was born in Orkney, his ancestors were farmers and farm labourers on the northern island of Sanday – where, in 1624, one of them was murdered by a witch. Merging his local experience with wider historical expertise, Marshall looks afresh at a small group of islands that has been treated as a mere footnote, remote and peripheral, and in doing so invites us to think differently about key events of British history.

 

Join as at the St Magnus Centre on the evening of 10 April (7pm) for the much-anticipated launch of Professor Marshall’s new book. As part of the launch, Professor Marshall will give a paper on the book, followed by a Q&A and drinks reception.

 

To sign-up for your free ticket, please register on our Eventbrite page: available here!

 



		  
                

		


	

	
        
						      

				A talk by Dr Amy Blakeway: The early years of Mary, Queen of Scots.


				Friday 8th March 2024

	
					A talk by Dr Amy Blakeway: The early years of Mary, Queen of Scots: War, Disruption, Reconstruction and Reformation.

Mary Queen of Scots came to the throne aged six days old. Immediately, Scotland was plunged into war against Henry VIII of England seeking to marry her to his son, the future Edward VI, and convert Catholic Scotland to his new English brand of Protestantism. Whilst the drama of war over Mary’s marriage is well known, the impact of the largest Tudor invasion on the people of Scotland is often forgotten. Sharing unpublished stories of ordinary Scots, found in archives from Aberdeen to Peebles, this talk shows how the war affected Scotland and the Scots, and how the devastation caused by war ironically contributed to Scotland’s religious conversion to the very Protestantism it had resisted so fiercely.

 

Join the Orkney Heritage Society and Institute for Northern Studies (University of the Highlands and Islands) on the evening of Thursday 28 March (6.30-8pm) in the main lecture theatre of UHI Orkney for this fascinating paper and Q&A.

 

To sign-up for your free ticket, please register on our Eventbrite page: available here!

 



		  
                

		


	

	
        
						      

				50th Anniversary of the Orkney County Council Act:   A Talk by Howie Firth


				Saturday 17th February 2024

	
					



50th Anniversary of the Orkney County Council Act:   A Talk by Howie Firth




Monday 26th February 2024 7.30pm

St Magnus Centre Friends’ Room




This year marks the 50th anniversary of the passing of the Orkney County Council Act which, along with its counterpart in Shetland, allowed the islands to control oil developments, and provided environmental protection and economic benefits which continue today. Working in the local media in the late 1970s, Howie met the people behind the drawing up of this important and farsighted piece of legislation and heard about the thinking behind it. With Orkney on the cusp of major renewable energy developments both onshore and offshore, are there lessons to be learnt for today from the 1974 Act?





Free entry, but numbers limited. Please reserve your place via Eventbrite at the link below. Donations to OHS welcome on the night!
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/50th-anniversary-of-the-orkney-county-council-act-a-talk-by-howie-firth-tickets-835858795157
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